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September of the same year Madame de Cabris wrote to
her brother : " I warn you as a friend that Mademoiselle
de Marignane is engaged to the son of the President
d'Albertas. You have not been quick enough. But
don't grieve, she is hideous and very short." At the
end of 1771 Mirabeau found the young lady still
unmarried, though anxious to escape from the tutelage
of her grandmother. Her mother was dead. Her father
lived the life of an indolent man of pleasure. He
troubled himself little about his daughter, and left the
choice of her husband to be decided by her own caprice
and by the intrigues of her relatives. The number of
suitors and the conflicting views of the family as to their
merits enabled Mirabeau to carry away the prize from
the flower of the gilded youth of Aix, who were attracted
rather by the future wealth of Mademoiselle de Marignane
than by her personal attractions : yet these were not so
absolutely wanting as Madame de Cabris would have had
her brother believe. She was, it is true, small, swarthy,
and crooked; but her dark eyes were lively and ex-
pressive, her hair magnificent, she had a fine voice and
sang well. She had at least two tastes, music and
extravagance, in common with her future husband. If
not witty, she possessed the vivacity and high spirits
which may pass for wit, and a talent for mimicry which
enabled her to tell stories, many of them over broad,
very divertingly.

The Marquis, who had looked coldly on his son's
wooing, made a provision for him which was not illiberal
when his embarrassed circumstances are taken- into
account. Besides handsome presents to his daughter-in-
law, he settled on the young couple an income of 6000